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We collaborated with Temple Beth Israel on this past month’s Klezmer concert. The event 
was really well-attended. I missed it but reviews tell of great music. Thanks to Pat Wolk and 
David Tepperman for making this event happen.

More good things are happening with our volunteer musicians bringing music into 
elementary school classrooms. I go on about this regularly because I think our outreach to 
children is vital to the advancement of our art. Somewhere out there are those students who 
will remember that guy or gal that played the guitar or the fiddle or one of those strange 
instruments and sometime in the future a new generation of musicians will continue the 
tradition.

More concerts are coming in January and beyond. We’re also glad to be connected with the 
Tower Theater. Board member Nick Kennedy manages the operation and is continually 
bringing in great musicians.

I hope you had a peaceful holiday season and can look forward to a happy new year.

Please note on page 5 an article 
on the passing of Nancy 
Waidtlow. I only met Nancy a 
few years ago but learned of 
her involvement with FFS and 
also learned of her work at her 
Dakota Eco Garden Project. Her 
compassion and dedication to 
our community will be missed. 
Our condolences to Nancy’s 
long-time partner Gerry Bill. 

Most of us have served on boards. We know how it CAN be. I’m lucky to work with this 
board. Nobody dominates. Nobody drones on endlessly. Our FFS board is an enjoyable 
group with which to work. Everybody helps out.

On Tuesday, December 9, the usual second Tuesday for our board meetings, our FFS 
Board gathered for a wonderful potluck dinner. Being the fiscally responsible leaders that 
they are, it was unanimous that we should not all fly, at FFS expense to Florida for a 
three-day board conference. Instead, we had soup, salad, meatballs, a casserole and 
cupcakes. There was a pie, too. 

Nancy and Gerry at the Eco Garden

mailto:dulcifolk@gmail.com
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Bruce and Glen’s Excellent Adventure, Pt. 2
We left Tulsa fulfilled from our visits to the Bob 
Dylan and Woody Guthrie Centers as well as to 
the museum honoring the Tulsa Race Massacre of 
1921. An old friend from my school days picked us
up and drove us to Kansas City, which is near where 
I grew up in Topeka, Kansas. Our objectives in KC 
were to take in the National Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum which happens to share museum space 
with the American Jazz Museum, all at the infamous 
streets of Eighteenth and Vine, which was ground 
zero for the Kansas City jazz district back in the day. 
To explain, Kansas City was the first major city for 
blacks and working class folks looking for a better 
life, migrating north for work due to the Depression 
and the Jim Crow south. It was notable as one of the 
‘cradles of jazz’ before even Chicago or New York.
Kansas City was notoriously corrupt in the 20’s, 30’s 
and 40’s, which allowed for a burgeoning jazz scene 
that basically never stopped 24/7 and produced such 
jazz greats as Charlie Parker, Count Basie, Big Joe 
Turner, Jay McShann, Benny Moten, Lester Young 
and Coleman Hawkins, Ben Webster and Mary Lou 
Williams. The KC Sound was based strongly in the 
blues so everyone took the blues form and made it 
swing.

Glen and I enjoyed both museums but he really 
wanted to see the Baseball Museum as he has 
always been active, even to this day, of playing and 
competing in fast pitch hardball. We saw all of his 
heroes and learned a lot about the checkered history
of baseball and race in America. KC was the ‘capital’ of 
the negro leagues so it had its strongest presence there. 
If you watched Ken Burns’ series on baseball, KC and the 
KC Monarchs figured prominently in that series. When 
the big leagues became integrated with the admission 
of Jackie Robinson in 1947, it meant the eventual 
dissolution of a separate negro baseball league.

While in KC, Glen was also surprised to find and take 
in the National World War I Museum. Glen’s quite the
history buff. Glen and I also got to jam one night and eat 
some famous KC barbecue.

So that completes our Excellent Adventure. We left 
KC and Tulsa saturated with more great history, lots of
music from our heroes and great times with old friends.

I hope you also pursue some adventures this coming 
year, whatever you choose to do. Happy traveling! Bruce 
Honeyman and Glen Delpit

Here’s a poem Glen composed after our trip and a photo 
of us in the baseball museum with a statue of the great 
Cool Papa Bell, known for his speed in running the bases. (Bruce Honeyman)

Bruce Honeyman, Cool Papa Bell, Glen Delpit



3

A BIG thank you to all who came out to the Michael Winograd & Ira Temple concert at 
Temple Beth Israel (TBI). Michael had heard about Fresno and contacted us for the one day they  
had open on their tour. Lucky us! He said he’d just finished performing a year and half run of Cabaret on
Broadway and needed to “get on the road.” They began their trip in Vancouver and worked their way down 
the West Coast to Los Angeles then back home to New York.

I was going to have them perform in my living room, but when I heard their quality of music, I knew they 
deserved a larger audience, so I reached out to the temple. Over 100 turned out to hear these exceptional 
musicians. What a pleasure it was to work with Rabbi Rick Winer, David Tepperman, and Jason Berger. 
The folks at TBI sure know how to please a crowd. A table was set out with lots
of cheese, fruit, coffee, and tea. Winograd and Temple were wonderful 
guests in my home. In addition to being good company, they took my bins 
to the road for the Thursday pickup.

Their encore was a piece by Rabbi Moishe Oysher. Jem Bluestein was 
in the audience and was especially thrilled because he is related to
Oysher through his father Gene Bluestein. I found this link of the rabbi on 
youtube. Enjoy! https://youtu.be/jr4LSdALxpI?si=JHGMIvRWvA1YKVfA

Next concert will be John McCutcheon on Wednesday, January 14,
7:00pm at the Unitarian Church. Tickets are on sale now on our website fresnofolklore.net Also Sue Wirt 
has taken some to our outlets: Patrick’s Music and National Hardware. She has some to sell as do I. 

(Pat Wolk)
(see Evo article next page)

Our program of bringing Folk Music to Schools was in full 
swing for 2025. About 20
presentations were given 
to our Fresno Unified 
Elementary Schools
by about 15 different 
musicians. And we’ll be 
back in 2026!

The program consists of
30-60 min presentations and 

demonstrations of our instruments and 
different kinds of folk music. The program 
content is up to the presenters so there’s 
a lot of variety, and the program has been
universally well-received. If you’re interested 
in joining forces with us, give me a call or 
write and I’ll explain more. Needless to say 
it’s as fun for us as it is for the kids. As Pete
Seeger said, ‘If you sing for children, you can’t 
really say there’s no hope’.

(Bruce Honeyman (559)260-0971 or bwhoneyman@gmail.com).

Kathryn Johnsen and a new friend

Carl & Kathryn Johnsen at Florence E.Rata HS

Thank you note to Mike Reilly and Lynn Ross

https://youtu.be/jr4LSdALxpI?si=JHGMIvRWvA1YKVfA
mailto:bwhoneyman@gmail.com
mailto:bwhoneyman@gmail.com
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SPECIAL CONSENSUS 
live at the Tower 
Theatre Lounge

with special guests 
Ripe For Pickin'

Sun, January 11, 2026
Doors at 3pm // 
Show at 4pm

1211 N. Wishon Ave. 
Fresno, Ca 93728

Tickets available at
fresnotowertheatre.com

https://youtu.be/4Lt6aPVJ-_Y

Formed in 1975, Special Consensus has become one of the most 
respected and enduring bands in bluegrass. Their impressive 
discography on Compass Records includes multiple Grammy and 
IBMA nominations, an IBMA Award for Video of the Year (“Alberta 
Bound”), and collaborations with leading voices across Americana and 
roots music. Known for their polished musicianship and heartfelt 
delivery, the band continues to inspire future generations while thrilling 
long-time fans. led by founding member and banjo master Greg 
Cahill, continues to bring their high-energy, harmony-rich sound to 
audiences across the country.
The band features Greg Blake, two-time IBMA Male Vocalist of the 
Year (2023 & 2025), on guitar and lead vocals, along with Brian 
McCarty (mandolin) and Nico Humby (bass).
Compass Records Group has just released a mini-documentary 
celebrating Special Consensus’s 50th anniversary, now available to 
view on YouTube and via the band’s official website.

Moishe and Fraydele Oysher before they 
came to the U.S.

Fraydele Oysher, sister of the famous cantor Moishe Oysher, is one of 25 
interviews in the book Juliana and I made–Wind Blowing Across a Field 
(available at evobluestein.com). I love her description of how she learned 
to be a great singer. One of twenty-five stories you will enjoy.

My dad's cousin Fraydele Oysher, the cantoress–girls weren't allowed to 
be trained like her famous brother Moishe. When her father found out: 
"My papa exclaimed, ‘What’s going on here? Is that the gramophone?’ 
‘No, I was singing.’ ‘That was you! When did you become a singer?’ ‘When 
Moishe learned, I listened.’ I sang him some of the liturgical music. When 
he heard that, he freaked out. I listened to everything that Moishe was 
singing–whatever he and my father were doing, I just sat on the side and 
watched the little plants that were growing.’”

Ellie Bluestein 
Nancy Waidtlow

Jean Hayes

Nancy 
with

Raging 
Grannies

http://fresnotowertheatre.com/
https://youtu.be/4Lt6aPVJ-_Y
https://youtu.be/4Lt6aPVJ-_Y
https://youtu.be/4Lt6aPVJ-_Y
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Nancy’s House by Dixie Salazar

You have to imagine empty rooms
a sad, sagging staircase…
at first the house was dark
peopled by decaying shadows
thick with absence-
carpets fallow and acquiescent with defeat.

Only the moon knocked at the door
and only the deaf mute spiders answered
while doves slept in song-less eaves.

But out of a fallow, wintery solstice dream,
she felt a rumble like love or hunger,
she heard a song beating
its wings in her heart
and she saw a blueprint of hope.

She shook out the worm eaten welcome mat,
cleared the hearth of last year’s ashes
opened the crooked doors
to the luckless, the ship-wrecked,
broken strays and lost foundlings
and opened all the windows to heaven

where the overworked angels wait for her return.

Gaggle song gathering for Nancy Waidtlow’s birthday, following her first 
immunotherapy treatment. She’s our hero.

L to R: Debbie Jo, Gwen, Kathryn, Nancy, Anne, Linda, Susan, Pat

I first remember Nancy at a Folklore Potluck where I was holding 
our new baby Emily. Nancy was there with her two kids who 
were elementary age at least. She took some time to talk to me 
about the joys and difficulties of having a newborn. I was very 
interested in everything she had to say! I saw that the 
intergenerational aspect of the FFS was going to be a very good 
thing.
In these last few years Susan Heidebrecht and Nancy co-hosted a 
song circle in their backyards, every Friday. This grew out of the 
singing that happened at potlucks and The Mill, and we had 
many hours of happiness singing all of our favorite songs 
together. Nancy had taught elementary school and sang with her 
students each day. She was a strong leader! And her harmony 
singing added a lovely element to our group. As she became 
more ill, we had more opportunities to give her a little assistance 
and to sing her praises and say goodbye. I deeply appreciate the 
Folklore Society for making our community such a supportive 
space. And I thank Nancy for her example of a rich life, well lived. 
(Kathryn Johnsen)

Fresno has lost an iconic social justice crusader and beautiful 
soul- Nancy Waidtlow, who founded the Dakota Eco Garden in 
2012 as a place to give not just shelter to homeless individuals 
but a new start in life. Nancy took her retirement and bought the 
house on a large lot on Dakota, which eventually incorporated 
Art Dyson’s Eco Village concept, a series of eco friendly shelters 
built in harmony with nature. A small volunteer board with Gerry 
Bill (Nancy’s partner) at the helm keeps the Dakota house 
running.

Housing approximately thirteen - fifteen people at a time, with 
an organic garden, well over a hundred residents have been 
taken off the streets and given a safe, environmentally friendly 
place to move forward with their lives, due to Nancy’s vision and 
generosity. Funded entirely by community groups, churches and 
individuals, the Dakota Eco Garden is a shining example of what 
a difference one person can make. (Dixie Salazar)
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Ellie Bluestein 
Nancy Waidtlow
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THE EVIE LADIN BAND at University Presbyterian Church Friday, 
February 20, 2026 Doors at 7pm // Show at 7:30pm 1776 E. 
Roberts Ave Fresno, Ca 93710
Tickets available at fresnofolklore.net or at National Hardware 
and Patrick's Music
Tenacious, innovative string musicians, the Evie Ladin Band –
Evie Ladin, Keith Terry and Erik Pearson – throws down 
captivating, truly entertaining live shows. Grounded in 
Appalachian old-time repertoire, seasoned in African-diaspora 
roots, writing from life in modern cities, blurring the lines 
between music and dance, the polyrhythmic heat of Evie’s 
clawhammer banjo, resonant voice, real stories and rhythmic 
dance have been heard from A Prairie Home Companion to 
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass. Their performance experience is a 
stand-out. 2024 saw the release of their fifth album – Evie Ladin 
Band LIVE – an audience-fueled romp through original songs 
across all of the band’s previous releases, recorded at the 
esteemed Freight & Salvage in Berkeley, CA. The detailed 
interplay of instruments around Evie’s clever lyrics really shine, 
as live performance is the band’s forte. 6

http://fresnofolklore.net/
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JANUARY 2026 EVENTS
Every Wednesday: Kenny Hall Jam @ Santa Fe Basque Restaurant, 5-7 PM FREE
Every Sunday: Turf in the Bog @ Yosemite Wine Tails, 40409 Hwy 41, Oakhurst, 1-5 PM, Irish flute & bodhran
Second Sunday monthly: Irish Jam @ La Boulangerie in Fig Garden Village, 1-3 PM FREE
Every Monday: HonkyTonk Jam hosted by Marc Poschman and Miss Mikal Sandoval @ Santa Fe Basque 
Restaurant 5-7 PM south patio (Maroa and Simpson). Bring your instruments and play along. FREE
Third Tuesday monthly: Song Circle @ Unitarian Church, 2672 Alluvial, Fresno, 6 PM

Second Saturday monthly: Old Time Fiddlers and Music Jam @ Santa Fe Basque 2:00- 4:00 PM (Maroa 
and Simpson). FREE

Last Monday monthly: Tower District Bluegrass & Old Time Jam @ Goldstein’s, 1279 N Wishon 6-8 PM

EVENTS
Thurs Jan 1: Soup Party @ Wolk Garden 1-4 PM (see article)
Sun Jan 11: Special Consensus @ Tower Theatre, 3 PM (see article)
Mon Jan 12:Nordic Dancing @ Woodward park Library, 6 PM (see poster)
Wed Jan 14: John McCutcheon @ UU Church (see poster)
Mon Jan 26: Nordic Dancing @ Woodward Park Library, 6 PM(see poster)
Sat Jan 24: Robert Burns Supper @ Trinity Lutheran Church, 5PM (see poster)

FUTURE EVENTS

Fri Feb 20: Evie Ladin Band @ University Presbyterian Church, 7 PM $30 advance, $35 Door (see article) 

Wed Mar 25: Lunasa @ UU Church, 7:30 PM $30 Advance, $35 Door
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LET’S CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH SOUP!
January 1, 2026 1-4 PM Wolk Garden, 6661 N. Forkner 

Annual FFS New Year’s Day Soup Party Returns
Wear your woolie undies, your down jacket, warm scarf, 
whatever will keep you warm and comfortable because…… 
Soup will be served on the patio. This will take some 
organizing. Does anyone have a large food warmer that will 
accommodate three to four pots of soup? I can keep some

warm on my kitchen stove then bring them to the porch table. We have lots of 
bowls and spoons. And bring your favorite soup and munchies to share. ….And 

your instruments, of course. HELP needed to set up and
plan. Email suewirt@comcast.net or 
patsywolk@gmail.com
Do you have a pop-up tent? A patio 
heater? A food warmer? Musicians 
can play indoors, outdoors, or in the

teak house. (Masks Optional) Let's welcome the New year 
with love and respect for one another "Let's Get Together 
and Be All Right...." Think friendship and community!
Blessings. (Pat Wolk)

mailto:suewirt@comcast.net
mailto:suewirt@comcast.net
mailto:suewirt@comcast.net
mailto:patsywolk@gmail.com
mailto:patsywolk@gmail.com
mailto:patsywolk@gmail.com


Grateful for Your Support of Our Fresno Folklore Society
A HUGE THANK YOU to all of our paid members below. Your dues promote music in our community. Folklore 
Society membership runs from July 1 to the end of June. You can mail us a check or pay through PayPal on our 
website at fresnofolklore.net.
Aimee Rickman 
Allan Fifield 
Allen Lintvedt
Allen & Erin Smith 
Andrea DeZubiria 
Andrew Hagopian 
Andy & Barbara Brown 
Anita Morris
Ann Cehrs 
Ann Lamb
Anne Betancourt
Anne Merrill & Mike Stepanyan 
Anne Mosgrove & Kevin Hall 
Arthur Willcox
Balcom Family 
Barbara Boynton
Barbara Hollinger & Jim Reblan 
Becky Richardson
Ben Boone & Alice Daniels 
Betsy Hill
Bill & Anne Flayer 
Bill & Ceci Johnson 
Bill Lulay
Bill Swearingen & Debra Scarborough 
Bob Garcia
Bonnie Douglas & Tom Kramer 
Brenda & Chuck Markham 
Brian Paulsen family
Bruce & Carol Kalkowski 
Bruce Honeyman 
Burnis Tuck
Caren Thomas
Carl & Kathryn Johnsen 
Catherine Myer 
Charles Swanson 
Christoph Bahne 
Christy Bardon
Colin Kinross 
Craig & Lisa Poole 
Dan Stein
Daniel & Sharon Baradat 
Dave Briley
David & Nancy Morgan 
David & Carol Boos 
David & Katzi Engle
David & Margot Tepperman 
David Keosheyan & Ruth Austin 
David Kuehl & D.J. Peters
David Vaughn & Shannon Mueller 
David Neal Family
Debbie Jo Wagner
Debra Scarborough & Bill Swearingen 
Denise & Kimbrough Leslie
Dennis & Harriett Pollock 
Diane Dimon
Diane Hanson-Barnes 
Dick Estel

Donald McClellan 
Don Lange Family 
Don Loweburg
Doug & Betty Cornelius 
Dvera Saxton
Ed Bell
Ed & Alice Hawke 
Elaine Salvatore 
Elecia Johansson 
Erika Leonard 
Evo Bluestein 
Fran Calloway 
Frank Gibson
Fresno Music Academy & Arts 
Gabriele Case
Gail Dreifus 
Gary Heisinger 
Gary Morrison
George & Linda Sward 
George Madrid 
George Rotalo 
Georgia Porcello
Glen Delpit 
Gloria Brough
Gordon & Linda Renfro 
Greg Goodman
Greg Lane 
Gerry Bill 
Gwynn Clark
Hilary & Anthony Ross 
Hugh & Jennifer Williamson
J. Linder & P. Remple 
Jacinda Potikian
Jack & Gloriann Martinez 
James McKinney
Janet Horder
Janet Hubner & Howard Hurrt 
Janet Slagter & Carlos Haeussler 
Jayne Ferrante
Jean Kilpatrick 
Jeanette Forbes 
Jeannie Koshear 
Jeff Adolph
Jeff Hallock & Deb Symes 
Jennifer Jones & Tony Rendon 
Jill Harmon
Joan Rubenstein & Alex Sherriffs 
Joel Patrick
John & Andrea McDaniel 
John & Barbara Chookasian 
John & Debi Alden
John & Linda Camerer 
John & Maureen Hayes 
John Baker & Tama Gilbert
John LaLonde & Joyce Burel

John Cinatl
John LaLonde & Joyce Burel 
Joliene Mason
Jon Adams 
Judy Bezzerides 
Judy Nibler 
Julie Cline
Julie Hornback 
Kai Asmund
Karana Hattersley-Drayton 
Karen Hammer
Kate Myer 
Kathryn Forbes 
Kathy Andrew
Kathy Fuller & Henry French 
Kathy Wosika & David Fox 
Kay Pitts
Kelly & Anastasia O'Neill 
Keith Haumann
Kelli Dackowich
Ken & Betty Cornelisen 
Kenneth Prestridge 
Kent & Susan Kinney 
Kermit Fenner
Kevin Campbell 
Kevin & Lucy Crary 
Kitty Culleton
Kurt Eirich family 
LaDonna Rowe 
Lance Burger
Lance & Bobbie Holland
Larry Cusick Susan Heidebrecht 
Larry Roselle
Laura Silberman 
Layne Wrightwall 
Lee Liddle
Leo Michon
Leo Pedretti & Ellen Lipp 
Lesa Schwartz
Linda Dryden 
Linda Foster
Linda Guerrero & Bill Lehr 
Linda Halk
Linda Knight 
Linda Torsky 
Linnea Alexander 
Lorenzo Bassman 
Loretta Kinsinger
Lou & Christi Paradise 
Lynda Emanuels
Lyni Woodall & Ashley Kelmann 
Lynn Ross
Maia Ballis
Manjit Singh Chaddha 
Margaret Rivers 
Maria Glover
Maria Wortham 
Margie Delgado 
Mark Eaton

Michael Black 
Michael Hill 
Mike Newton 
Mike Reilly
Mike & Louise Mueller
Mike & Mary Neidhamer Smith 
Miles & Marlyn Ross
Nancy Griggs Family 
Nancy Hatcher 
Nancy Waidtlow 
Nicholas Kennedy 
Pam & Paul Schramm 
Patricia Kuckenbaker 
Patrick O’Sullivan
Pat Wolk
Paul & Karen Starcevich 
Paula Siegel & Jerry Radinoff 
Peggy Lee
Penny Critchlow & Mark Olson 
Penny Smith
Peter Newell 
Randall Nickels
Randy & Carolyn Witt 
Renate Ley
Renee & Jeff Larson 
Richard Berquist
Richard Calderwood & Karen Hale 
Rob Roy family
Rochele & Mark Gardner 
Robin Stefanik
Ron Prestridge
Ron & Diane Zastovnik 
Ron & Megan Bohigian 
Rose Rains
Sal & Denise Sciandra 
Sarrina Staub
Sara Savory 
Sayre Miller 
Sharon Walton
Shelley Fetterman 
Sheryl Fagin
Stan Allen
Stephen Fretz & Lynn Moss 
Steve & Terry Barnes
Steve Barnett 
Steve Ono
Sue & Steve Hay 
Sue Wirt
Susan McAndrew
Charles Chisolm &Susan Sanford 
Susana Peckinpah
Susan & Chester Neville 
Team Neville Concerts 
Terry Geiger Family 
Terri & Kem Bricker 
Tessa Cavalletto 
Thomas Zimoski
Tim Borden
Tim & Alison Simmers 
Tom Sims
Toni Eames & James van Eseltine 
Valerie Forward
Wes Beal
William Gray Family 
Ximena & George Schimpf 
Zana Frownfelter
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What are your special folklore interests?

For more information visit our website at www.fresnofolklore.net
Membership payments and donations can be mailed to: FFS P.O. Box 4617  Fresno, CA  93744

Individual:  Family:  Corporate Sponsor: 

Are your willing to provide volunteer help with Fresno Folklore Society events?

Affiliated member:  

Yes   No 

Membership payments are Due July 1st each year

Current e-mail address:   Phone:   

Name(s):      

Street Address:      

City:  State:   Zip:  

Membership information: 559-222-9801

RENEWING? Yes  No  RENEWING AFTER LAPSE? Yes  No 

The monthly copy of the Society Flyer is delivered by email to the address below.

Woul d you l ike t o b e c o m e  a m e m b e r  of the F r e s n o  F o l k l o r e  So c ie  ty? 
The Fresno Folklore Society (FFS) is a non-profit community-based organization. It sponsors traditional music, dancing, and other 
traditional art forms. FFS hosts potlucks and jam sessions; it encourages and promotes new musicians through classes, recording 
opportunities and other support. FFS members share visions and concerns for a peaceful and just world and actively support efforts
to create an eco-friendly environment.

Membership Levels: $25.00 individual; $35.00 family; $50.00 corporate sponsor

NEW MEMBER? Yes   No 

Number of family Members: 

A Non-Profit Corporation for Traditional Arts

http://www.fresnofolklore.net/
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